WHAT    THE    PEOPLE    DID    NOT    KNOW

scarce. After reconnoitring on the ground, in view of
what I found I gave to my superior officers a written
opposition to the plan. Among others of minor importance
I wrote the following reasons:

(i) On the front chosen for the attack the enemy occupies

very strong and well-fortified positions.
(ii) The Mixed Brigades, with which it is proposed to
make the advance, are not ready for effective action,
and still less against positions such as the enemy hold.

(iii) To have the least hope of success, we should need
forces three times stronger than those suggested, and
the support of a great mass of Tanks and Artillery,
in such quantities as would give us a chance of
breaking the enemy front.

(iv) For this and other reasons which need not be ex-
plained, I believe that the plan should be abandoned.
If it is adopted I am convinced that it will mean
useless waste of a great number of lives, and a
certainty that the enemy will retort with a greater
offensive. This, in my judgment, would be a
strong one.

(v) Also, it must be remembered that, according to
information which I have received from the Central
Army, the enemy is making great concentrations
behind the lines which it is proposed to attack, and
at the same time on the Guadalajara Front. My
personal impression is that the enemy means to make
a strong offensive on both, in the hope of cutting
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